The Gospel of John
Chapter 18, part 2
I.

Introduction
a. In our previous message, Jesus was arrested
i. Peter had just denied the Lord for the first time
1. We will see more of Peter’s weakness today
a. Let me point out, however, that Peter was a great man of God
i. The Lord used him to pen a portion of the New Testament
ii. He had some weak moments, but, that is not uncommon among
the Lord’s saints – even us!

II.

Commentary
a. Verse 18
i. Peter had just denied the Lord when the doorkeeper asked if he was also one of Jesus’
disciples
1. Now, he was being friendly with the servants and officers
a. These were the enemies of Jesus
b. It seems, to save his own life, he was willing to impersonate those that
were against Jesus
b. Verses 19‐23
i. The high priest questioned Jesus
1. He asked him about his disciples and his doctrine
a. Jesus explains that He had spoken openly throughout his ministry
i. He had not hidden His message from anybody
1. He calls on witnesses that heard His preaching to speak for
Him
ii. An officer struck Jesus at His response to the high priest
1. He believed Jesus had disrespected the high priest and his office
a. What irony!!
i. These men were disrespecting the Creator Himself
2. Jesus asks what He had said that made the man strike Him
c. Verses 24‐27
i. Annas realized he wasn’t getting anything accomplished
1. He sent Jesus to Caiaphas
a. If Jesus was going to be condemned to die, He had to be brought before
the chairman of the Sanhedrin – the High Priest, Caiaphas
i. Their goal of crucifying Jesus is easily seen here
ii. Peter is questioned again as to whether he was a disciple of Jesus or not
1. A second time, he denied that he was a follower of Jesus

d.

e.

f.

g.

iii. A relative of Malchus recognized Peter from the garden and questioned him about it
1. Peter denied the Lord a third time
a. He actually cursed this time (Mat. 26:74)
b. Following this third denial, a rooster crowed
i. This was the fulfillment of the words of Jesus (Mat. 26:31‐35)
Verses 28‐32
i. They took Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium where they could present Him to
Pilate
1. They did not enter into the Praetorium because they feared being ceremonially
unclean
a. What irony that the act they were committing was a much greater
“uncleanness” than what they feared
ii. Pilate asks them what they were accusing Jesus of
1. They simply said Jesus was guilty
a. Pilate told them to take Him away and judge Him by their own law
i. Yet, Rome wouldn’t allow the Jews to execute criminals at this
time so they brought Him to Pilate in hopes that He would convict
Jesus
Verses 33‐36
i. Pilate asks Jesus if He is King of the Jews
1. Jesus asks him if he is speaking for himself or for somebody else
a. Pilate responds by saying that he was not a Jew
i. It was the chief priests along with some of the people that
delivered Jesus to Pilate to be executed
2. Jesus answers by saying that His kingdom is not of this world
a. If it was, His servants would fight
Verses 37‐38
i. Pilate asks Him if he is any type of king
1. Jesus answers by saying He was born to be a King
2. He tells Pilate that He came into the world to preach the truth and that everyone
who (spiritually) is of the truth hears His voice
a. Pilate asks Him, “What is truth?”
i. Surely, Pilate was convinced there was no answer to this question
ii. Pilate tells the Jews that he can’t find a reason to condemn Jesus to death
Verses 39‐40
i. Pilate gives in to a custom that the Jews had of releasing a criminal at the Passover
1. He asks them if they want him to release Jesus
a. They responded by saying they wanted Barabbas released
i. Barabbas was more than a robber
1. Most likely, this refers to more of a militia type because
we know he had murdered as well (Mrk. 15:7)

