The Sermon on the Mount
Part 6
I.

Introduction
a. While we are often so busy teaching deeper doctrines, Jesus’ longest recorded
sermon thus far has been extremely practical
i. However, today will certainly merge both doctrine and practicality
1. Nobody can argue that things changed in a major way following the
resurrection of Jesus
a. Today’s message explains why in quite candid terms

II.

Commentary
a. Verses 17-20
i. This is one of the most often misquoted verses today
1. Often we hear the first half of this verse quoted
a. Those of us who declare that the believer in Christ has been
freed from the Mosaic Law are accused of denying what
Jesus said in the first half of this verse
i. However, as with any passage of Scripture, verses
should be read in their entirety and kept in context
1. This one is critical as it deals with such an
important subject
ii. Jesus did not come to destroy the Law
1. Clearly, this was not His purpose
a. Jesus completely kept everything that God commanded
Moses
i. He did not, however, concern Himself with keeping
the traditional teaching of the Pharisees
1. This is what they continued to accuse Him of
iii. Jesus came to fulfill the Law
1. The Law exposes sin (Romans 3:20)
a. This was not the whole of the Law, though
2. The Law pointed forth to a sacrifice for sin
a. Jesus, having kept the Law perfectly and completely, was the
only possible suitable sacrifice to bear our sins
3. He fulfilled the Law in two senses
a. He kept all of the ceremonial, civil and moral demands of the
Law
b. He bore the penalty of us, being Law breakers
iv. The Law could not pass away until it was fulfilled
1. Jesus fulfilled the Law for every believer
a. Simply, if He fulfilled it, it passed away for us

i. To declare that it hasn’t passed away for the believer
is to declare that He hasn’t fulfilled it
1. The consequence of this is that there is still yet
no salvation for fallen man
2. Jesus established the 2nd covenant and made the 1st covenant (the
Mosaic Law) obsolete (Hebrews 8:13)
v. Jesus affirms the misunderstanding of the Jews as it concerned the
Mosaic Law (Verse 19)
1. The religious leaders of the day had no desire to keep the Law
a. Jesus later told them, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin,
and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice
and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without
leaving the others undone” (Matthew 23:23)
b. He also said, “Now you Pharisees make the outside of the
cup and dish clean, but your inward part is full of greed and
wickedness” (Luke 11:39)
c. Jesus took a number of opportunities to show specific ways
that they either broke the Law or misapplied the Law
2. The Pharisees while appearing to be Law keepers, actually taught
the people not to keep the Law
a. One example is that they taught the people they weren’t
required to take care of their parents (which the Law
required) if they gave a gift to the Temple (Mark 7:9-13)
3. Jesus’ message, though it appeared new and fresh, should have
been understood by the Jewish people
vi. Our righteousness must exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees to enter the kingdom of Heaven
1. In simple terms, the teachers of Israel were Law breakers
a. The had an external appearance of righteousness, but that’s
all
b. Because they were Law breakers, they must suffer the
consequence
i. Eternal condemnation is what they merit
1. Though God has made a way of escape from
the penalty of the Law, they rejected Him
2. We have been made righteous by faith in Christ
a. Our confidence is not in ourselves, but in the
accomplishments of Jesus Christ
i. He took our sins
1. In turn, His righteousness is imputed to us
a. In Him, we stand complete and free
from sin
b. In Him, we are completely righteous

